Project Status Today The Silver Bow Creek Greenway
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Iver Bow Creek cleanup is Q\QQ,\::“ Y/ In 1996, the? Gr'eenway Serylce Dl.Stl'.lCt was f(?rmed. In Since 2000, th? governor of Montane} ap‘proved three
s Ll 1998, the District released its Preliminary Design Report Greenway Service District grant applications, totaling
gdmg as planned: 3 gpvi for construction of a greenway corridor along the entire nearly $8 million. The major goals of the Greenway
1, A e 22 plus miles of Silver Bow Creek. This plan was Service District are to:
> Of the 22.6 miles of Silver Bow Creek within the developed with input from many groups anc hundreds of o
e " 4 1 citizens from Anaconda-Deer Lodge and Butte-Silver » Restore aquatic, riparian/wetland, and upland
- operable unit, the first three miles are . . o X )
A e A " " J \ ; Bow counties. The estimated cost for development of ecosystems within the Silver Bow Creek corridor;
IR SIS NEXt TWO miles are currently |/ k S Warm A the entire Greenway Corridor is $ 18 million. » Implement remediation activities under Superfund
under construction, and five additional miles are in Springs | and restoration activities under NRD grants as one

the design process. Ponds

project; and,
» Acquire and provide public access to a passive

» Of the 1,400 acres of contaminated tailings and recreational corridor along Silver Bow Creek.

soils alongside the stream, approximately 110 [ &

acres of tailings impacted area have been The major Greenway restoration activities for 2000,

remediated and enhanced. L 4 2001, and 2002 grants fall in the following categories:
| < 2
» So far, over 650,000 cubic yards‘of tall}ngs have / ’CN: !\l‘lk S\ ‘ - Trail Construction A trail will be paved along the first five miles and graveled along miles
been removed from the floodplain, which amounts “ o 8 c|s six and seven. In addition to construction of the trail, rest areas will be installed,
to over 16 percent of the tailings volume present in Ve A n o - l'llcxh, improvements will be made to railroad bridges to provide trail access, and stream crossings
the entire site. 3 o : - Q\a\"\ - B , e will be constructed. The cost for these community access features, which will replace lost
J - - NS % Aerial view of Greenway recreational services in a way that will protect natural resources and cleanup, is estimated
» The time frame for removing the estimated \@m T X % at $2.2 million.
4,000,000 cubic yards of tailings is 12 years, . 1
inclusive of what has been completed thus far. > Floodplain Revegetation Enhancements Several features will be installed along the
DEQ started work along the stream in 1999 and T hx upper seven miles of the stream to enhance the ecological character of the area. These
expects contractors to complete the cleanup by MY, Metallic salts in Subarea 2 activities will include organic matter placement on the floodplain, wetland construction,
2010. and planting of trees and shrubs throughout the floodplain. These efforts are estimated to
cost $1.8 million. Additional floodplain revegetation efforts will enhance remedial efforts
» Approximately 95 percent of the $15 million spent already f:ompleted at the site and will help to restore severely injured wildlife habitat along
'so far i leting Superfund remediation has the corridor.
so far in completing Sup
been paid to Montana contractors; the remaining Fairmont . ) - )
funds have been for DEQ and EPA project oversight Spﬂl:g; Ramsav Flats Tailings Remoygl Bfe)/.ond the remedy 1dent1f1ed‘L.mder Superfun.d in the
and out-of-state material suppliers. . Silver BoY\{ Creek Record of Decision, it is proposed to remle tall'mgs f)n appro>.<1mately
f o 100 additional acres of Ramsay Flats. Removal of all tailings in this area will allow
5 development of a naturally functioning stream and floodplain system. Tailings removal in
* > To date, about $500,000 has been spent for natural b\l% Ao this areais slated to occurin 2003 andg2004 and will cost approximately $2.7 riillion.
resource damage restoration actions along the 15
- stream; another $7.5 million will be spent over the <
next two to three years. All restoration and \ . .
’ 4 . i Aquatic Habitat Enhancements
1% rim‘l l!al qxpegr:d'ltures 5 & acc.ounted S % I SUBAREA 2 Gulch Aquatic habitat will be enhanced by
1 3 o ﬁ‘h:fl . : -5 _ I = = o B SUBAREA 1 e ki - | constructing a stream that exhibits a
E_' f i L L 1! - m&'il:é %‘Q“Q - S ’ higher channel sinuosity, installing a series
o, Ny N F of pools, varying stream widths, and
5 S z '?ﬁfns,, Ramsay— . - <) placing logs at key locations in the stream.
e % ALY Flatg SN~ Nissler  SSC ( These features will not only augment
& VN [ ilver Bo .' SIL e R (; T Bockes o — remedial actions but will also enhance the
< \> 3 " Ha £k By Bae s recovery of aquatic resources to a near
INL | Mile 3 Miles < Rhodia 2\ JE Regg BUTTE pre-disturbance condition. Expenses for
o Ph“‘i»’}gfﬁ ° & Sy these aquatic enhancements are
CREENWAY TRAIL 5 " F estimated to be $650,000.

Tailings deposits in Subarea 4
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